
                          A teacher's top tips for making home learning work 

 

● Try not to worry about the limits of your own knowledge, and how you’ll 
be able to teach your children subjects and topics that you don’t 
understand yourself. Rather than letting it upset you, own up to the fact 
that you don’t know something, and use it as an opportunity to learn with 
your child. You might be surprised what they can teach you, and 
explaining their work to you will consolidate their knowledge. 

● Don’t be too rigid in your approach to home learning. Many new home 
educators try to timetable the day as it would be at school, but this will 
lead to burn out and frustration for you and your child, as it’s far too 
intense. Trying to do too much will only deter your child from learning. 

● There’s an abundance of information and guidance out there for parents, 
and with so many amazing resources at hand, there’s no reason why you 
can’t help to keep your child’s learning on track. It’s amazing what 
mathematical strategies can be understood by watching a well-made, 
reputable YouTube education video! 

● It’s normal for your child to behave differently for you than they would 
with their class teacher, so don’t be discouraged if they push back against 
home learning. Discuss the situation with them, and encourage them to 
help plan their learning activities. This will help them to feel like a partner 
in the process, rather than simply being made to do it by Mum or Dad.  

● If your child struggles with being forced back into homeschooling again, 
try introducing activities slowly, starting with just one or two a day. You 
might also want to create a simple reward system to encourage them to 
complete activities. 

● Plan breaks and free time around the learning activities. Encourage your 
child to play board games, build with Lego, play in the garden and 
bake. You’ll be surprised by how much English, maths and science can be 
incorporated into a good creative play session. 

● Keep reminding yourself that there’s no single right way of doing this. 
School disruptions are frustrating and inconvenient, but full lockdown 
probably helped you get a sense of how and when your child learns 
best. Remember, whether or not they’re engaged in homework, your child 
will be learning from you, and showing resilience, determination and 
flexibility will equip them with skills for life. 
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